ica, the inspiration which suggested it was of Washington origin. Mr. Adams, in his next annual Message, sang a graceful requiem, over the lost project, accompanied by exculpatory observations to which, as no danger of resurrection was apprehended, there was no reply. A copy of a speech delivered by me on the subject will be found
m-
1 The pamphlet edition of Van Buren's speech, Washington City, Gales & Seaton, 1820, 41 pp. 8° is in the Van Buren Papers under date of March 14.esolution, refused to give the opinion respectfully asked by the Senate, not content with that, he, in his return message, said he would leave it to the Senate itself, (who were of course to a great extent ignorant of existing negotiations) to decide " the question of an unexampled departure from its own usages, and upon motives, of which, not being himself informed, he ° did not feel himself competent to decide." This refusal, and the unauthorized allusion to and virtual condemnation of our motives gave great offense to the Senate, and was the first act of discourtesy in a series of proceedings which produced unprecedented excitement and ill-blood as well in the Senate as in the Country. A retaliatory movement was proposed, but as the original resolution had been introduced by me, our friends conceded to me, in a great degree, the suggestion of any action to be adopted on our part. I was sensible of the importance of the proposed opportunity to repel the censure that was cast upon us for obstructing the passage of a measure represented by the Administration press to be eminently patriotic, but my anxiety to avoid anything that might be construed as a factious opposition was so strong as to induce me to prefer to waive it, which was accordingly done.
